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Dr. Barton Warren Evermann

1853 - 1932
By the death of Dr. Barton Warren Evermann this Association has lost one

or its most honored members, a teacher and a leader and in his own particular
line an outstanding and world authority. Many honors came to him showing the
esteem in which he was held by the Scientific World.

Dr. Evermann was born October 24, 1853, in Monroe< County, Iowa, and died
at his home in Berkeley, California, September 27, 1932, aged 78 years 11 months.

He was elected an Honorary Member of the Audubon Association of the
Pacific April 12, 1917, and in 1919 was made Honorary President.

He became a member of the Cooper Ornithological Club in 1911; President
1918-19; Honorary Member in 1926 and was one of the Board of Governors.

He became a member of the American Ornithologists’ Union in 1883 the year
of the founding of the society.

He was educated in Indiana, attending Butler University, Indianapolis, and
in the spring of 1877 he first met Dr. David Starr Jordan who at that time was
Professor of biology there.

The following year Barton Evermann was one of a dozen students led by
Dr. Jordan on a walking trip of some 550 miles across Kentucky, Tennessee and
North Carolina into northern Georgia, Dr. Evermann has stated that that tramp
with Dr. Jordan was the most important influence that ever came into his life.
It was through the association thus formed that he became a student of zoology
and later a co-worker with Dr. Jordon in icthyology.

He graduated in the class of 1886 at the Indiana University (Dr. Jordan was
its president at that time) with the degree of Bachelor of Science, in 1888 hie
received his degree of A. M. and in 1891 his Ph. D. There were 21 members in
the class of 1886, four mastered in icthyology and four became professional zoolo-
gists

He married October 24, 1875, Maude Hawkins of Burlington, Indiana, both
being teachers at that time. Mrs. Evermann died at Berkeley, California, February
9, 1929.

Dr. Evermann taught in the public schools in Indiana 1871-79 and! at Santa
Paula, California 1879-81.

In 1881 and 1882 he had 'several articles in “Ornithology and Oology” on
certain birds at and near Santa Paula.

In the first volume of “The Gull,” September 1919, he had an article on
“A Colony of Tri-colored Blackbirds,”—not far from San Francisco and in the
second volume January 1920, an article on “Birds’ Nests in the Music Concourse
in Golden Gate Park.”

He was Superintendent of Schools, Carroll County, Indiana, 1883-85; pro-
fessor of biology and geology in the Indiana State Normal School 1886-91; special
lecturer at Stanford 1893-94; lecturer at Cornell 1900-03 on fish and game pro-
tection; and at the forest school of Yale 1903-06.
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He was connected with the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries from 1891 to 1914 in

various capacities as—icthyologist in charge of the Division of Scientific Inquiry,

and in charge of the administration of the Alaska Fisheries Service. This in-

cluded the Fur Seals on the Pribilof Islands. He was curator Division of Fisheries

U. S. National Museum 1905-14.

Dr. Evermann came to the California Academy of Sciences in 1914 as Director

and so continued until his death. Many of the most important developments in

the Institution have occurred since he became Director; notable examples are

the habitat groups and the Steinhart Aquarium.

He wrote many articles and publications on icthyological subjects from 1886

on. He was co-author with Dr. Jordan on “The Fishes of North and Middle
America,” 4 volumes 1896-1900, the standard publication on that subject. The
total number of his publications was 387. He was a member of many other
scientific societies besides those mentioned.

The Audubon Association of the Pacific was greatly honored by having him
as a member and his loss is felt by all.

Henry E. Parmenter.
* * *

Catching a Shrike

On October 5, 1932, great excitement prevailing in a group of five or six

Brown Towhees in my back yard demanded my investigation. Upon opening the
door on the other side of the house whence the calls were coming, I paused, a

moment to listen. Although different from any of the Towhee calls that I was
familiar with, they did somewhat resemble the excited call often uttered in a!

fight or argument.

When I rounded the corner of the house I could see that the commotion was
taking place near one of my two-celled W. B. B. A. traps. The birds were darting
just over the trap, stopping once in awhile to rest in the brush above it. My first

thought was that perhaps a cat was endeavoring to get at a trapped bird and the
other towhees were striving to drive it away, but upon approaching the trap I

was very much surprised to find a Nuttall Sparrow in one side and a California
Shrike in the other. The shrike a young one of the year, was probably one of a
brood raised in a nearby cypress tree.

Bread crumbs and wild seed were certainly not attractive to the Shrike so
it was apparently looking for a meal of Nuttall Sparrow when it so trapped itself.

Both birds were banded and liberated.

Robert Taylor, Oakland, California, November 15, 1932.

* * *

November Field Trip was taken on Sunday, the 13th, in Marin County, start-

ing from Ross and following the Lagunitas Road to Phoenix Lake, then up the old
Fish Gulch Road to Lake Lagunitas and on through Bon Tempe Meadow, return-
ing to Phoenix Lake by the Shaver Grade, then on to Ross.

Thirty-five members and eleven guests were present to enjoy an ideal Indian
summer day.

Seven species of gulls were noted as we crossed San Francisco Bay, Glaucous-
winged, Western, Herring, California, Ring-billed, Short-billed and Bonaparte.
Bonaparte Gulls were unusually numerous for this season of the year. Several
Murres were also seen, as well as Western Grebes, Farallon Cormorants, Surf
Scoters and Red-breasted Mergansers.

The large number of Scaup Ducks on Phoenix Lake was noteworthy. A few
Ring-necked Ducks were with them. Eared and Pied-billed Grebes and Coots 1

were also present.

While a goodly number of species of land birds were noted, the number of
individuals was small and observed with difficulty, especially in Ross where,
usually, many species are easily observed. A Red-breasted Sapsucker, in his
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customaiy tree near the cabin on Phoenix Lake, was more gracious, lie allowed
such a satisfactory study of his loveliness, that I’m sure everyone present would
have been unwilling to censure him for his alleged damage to certain trees. Lark
sparrows, Band-tailed Pigeons and Varied Thrushes were also seen at close range.

Brown Pelican, Great Blue Heron, Pintail Duck, Canvas-back Duck, Ruddy
Duck, Killdeer, Crow and Meadowlark were seen on Richardson’s Bay and
marshes.

Elsewhere:
Black-crowned Night

Heron
Turkey Vulture
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Sparrow Hawk
Band-tailed Pigeon
Anna Hummingbird
Kingfisher
Red-shafted Flicker
California Woodpecker
Red-breasted Sapsucker
Hairy Woodpecker
Downy Woodpecker
Say Phoebe
Black Phoebe
Steller Jay
California Jay

Crow
Chestnut-backed

Chickadee
Plain Titmouse
Bush-tit
Brown Creeper
Wren-tit
Winter Wren
Bewick Wren
Robin
Varied Thrush
Hermit Thrush
Western Bluebird
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Cedar Waxwing
Shrike
Hutton Vireo
Myrtle Warbler
Audubon Warbler

Townsend Warbler
English Sparrow
Meadowlark
Brewer Blackbird
Purple Finch
Linnet
Pine Siskin
Willow Goldfinch
Green-backed Goldfinch
Spotted Towhee
Brown Towhee
Savannah Sparrow
Lark Sparrow
Fox Sparrow
Junco
Golden-crowned Sparrow
Nuttall Sparrow
Song Sparrow

A total list of seventy-seven species for the day.

Chas. A. Bryant, Historian.
* * *

Choosing a Home
For more or less of an experiment several bird boxes of different makes were

erected within a radius of fifty feet. Some were of new material and others of
any old material available, some painted and others not, but at any rate all

seemed serviceable with the exception of one old hollowed limb of an apple tree.

This log, about one and one-half feet long and four inches in diameter, had
been split lengthwise and each section hollowed except for a small part at the
base so that when joined again there would be a floor for this rustic bird home.
The pieces were then hastily joined together with a few nails, a small hole about
one inch in diameter was bored near the top and to make the house more desirable
and also more convenient for inspection it was supplied with a removable roof.

The contraption was then mounted in a cypress tree but before I finished mounting
it I was afraid that it was going to fall apart.

While making the rounds of the boxes one day, I was quite amazed to find a

few twigs in the bottom of this old dilapidated box but no sign of nesting activities

in any of the other boxes. Shortly, a Western House Wren appeared carrying
another twig. Fearing that the box would not even hold together until the nest
was completed, I immediately repaired it by wrapping it with wire.

While all of the other homes remained tenantless that summer, a family of

eight baby Wrens were safely reared in this box.

Robert Taylor, Oakland, California, November 15, 1932.

¥ V V

Several inquiries have been received for information and dates regarding

observations of Mocking Birds and their nesting activities in the San Francisco

bay region.
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Dates of the arrival of Cedar Waxwings in the fall of the year, particularly

in San Francisco, has also been requested.

Kindly send information to the editor of “The Gull.”

* * V

Audubon Notes

December Meeting: The regular
meeting will be held on Thursday, the
8th, at 8 p. in., room 19, 2nd floor, Ferry
Building.

The speaker of the evening will be
President Brighton C. Cain whose sub-

ject will be “Sundry Observations of

Birds” illustrated with motion pictures.

¥ * *

December Field Trip will be taken
Sunday, the 11th, to the University
Campus, Berkeley. San Francisco mem-
bers take 8:40 a. m. Key Route boat
and Berkeley train to end of line, where
party will form at 9:30 a. m.

East Bay members may reach this

point by College, Telegraph, Shattuck
or Grove Street cars. Bring luncheon.

Leaders Mrs. H. P. Bracelin and
Robert Taylor.

* * *

November Meeting. The lS4th regu-
lar meeting was held on November
10th, in room 19, Ferry Building, with
tliirty-flve members and guests present.

President Brighton C. Cain presiding.

Field observations were reported as
follows:

Commander and Mrs. Parmenter:
October 21. San Mateo and Dumbarton
Bridges, thirty or more Knots, 600

White Pelicans, 150 American Egrets,

150 Avocets increasing to 300 or more

on November 7th, Yellow-legs, Pectoral
Sandpipers, Long-billed Curlew, Hud-
sonian Curlew; Crystal Springs Lake,
Duck Hawk; November 1, Golden Gate
Park, Dwarf Hermit Thrush; Novem-
ber 4, San Andreas Lake, seven Ring-
necked Ducks, two Buffle-head Ducks;
Crystal Springs Lake, seventeen
Canada Geese; November 7, Mountain
Lake, Presidio, Ring-necked Ducks;
Crystal Springs Lake, Hutchins Goose;
San Andreas Lake, Snow Goose, Filoli,

Rufous-crowned Sparrow; Golden Gate
Park, Russet-backed Thrush; approach
to bridge San Mateo side, two Red-
bellied Hawks, also seen on the 4th.

Eddie McClintock: October 16, Cliff

House, Wandering Tattler, Surf Bird,
fifty Black Turnstones, one Ruddy
Turnstone.

Mrs. Otis H. Smith: November 6,

Hotel Rafael grounds, six Cedar Wax-
wings.

Brighton C. Cain: Scout Camp, Oak-
land, Crows.

Miss Mary Erickson: November 3,

campus Berkeley, 500 Crows.

The speaker of the evening was Miss
Mary Erickson, who gave us a close-up
of the detailed work she has been
carrying on studying the Wren-tit, and
the records she has made of this inter-
esting bird in Smythe Canyon, Berk-
eley.
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